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Abstract: One of the significant sources for the study of the history and material
culture of Southwestern Georgia, specifically Ajara, in the Early Bronze Age is
accidental finds. Among them is the bronze curve sided axe discovered in the
Purtio village, Shuakhevi Municipality, in 2012.

The closest similar axe of the Purtio axe is found in Ghorjomi village (Naomari)
(Upper Ajara, Khulo district). Besides, we notice some similarities with the axes
accidentally discovered on the border of the villages of Ilumi and Bori (Kharagauli
district, Imereti), in Sazano and Seiri (Terjoli district, Imereti). It is found in one of
the dolmens of Esher as well. As for in eastern Georgia - in Mejvriskhevi and Kizil-
Ajlo. In the North Caucasus - in the materials of Ossetia and Kortsa. It is found in
Sochi and Kuban too.

It is acknowledged that the curved sides and holed handle axes originated in
Transcaucasia. From there they spread to several countries. On the way of their
spread, local blacksmiths created local variants by refining the forms and
introducing new technical innovations. Some scholars emphasizes that a Caucasian
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variant of axes was formed in Georgia, which began to spread in the North
Caucasus, Europe and the Danube region.

The axes of Purtio and Naomari discovered on the territory of Ajara differ from the
axes aforementioned in the relief ridges on the handle and are moderately later.

Based on the classification, we include the Purtio axe in the II group of the short-
flanged — curved sided axes, considering the similarities and dating it to the second
half of the III millennium BC.
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1975:33; dqbbgerodzowo, 2007:75;). aHgdls s gbox3sm90bgdbg sMgmeo
930g900s639 Mbs  aoBgbowroym  @ilbEgdgdo, MMIWGdoE  MobOmIb
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bgmdolb LsM5399080, 05 KBXWbMTo, MHMIgEoE SEMILLTOfsdmJdgm
3G (099¢00396M-3FMMgIBRILs s I3H3IZ9M-505Jlol) 9Mgoedo 93939
©5 BoJOHMdY6, MHMI 53 3IMWGHMMJOIOL MO  35M05BEL  FoMmBmoy9bL
(39bodg, 0s0mnsdg, 2000:24-30). 93335M-50M5dimeo 3G OOLIM30L
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1539360gOM WOEHIMIEMMST0 SOLYGOIMBL BOTMYSE0dOMEo IMLIHEOGDdS,
M3 230560006%5m-5006MgM3060L  bsbsdo  sFoMol  BHIMOGHMMH0sDY
RbJgomboMmads g@sweyool M39gbodg Lofo®dmm 3965; JMM-9M0s
Bgdm  5FoM0Ly, MMIol 396¢0 FEIOIMIMOS OEIFIMT0. WommMbOL
Domdmgdsl 938  OMOLIMZOL  boba®dwog0o  GH®Mo©oE0s Mbs  3Jmbmes.
d9bodErms 535y  B0MPOMYIPOIL  SEEOIOMOBY ML BBl  FMOGHoMLs
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09039 890dwgds 009358 §399m 5300l BO30L30MmINLS s Jmolfjobs
bmbBga. Jgoob, bgwgsbsm®ols @y Jmdmwgmol Gsombol  Lmgwgddo
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@3LsHYolo)  BdMObXsML  gsdowosbo 3ol Bsdmbsbbdgwo  gserodgdol,
G029 9gdol, Loddgbo dorgdols @s Mol bol dmEgeol 5dmBgbs o
©@ommbLHALbIgEMm LobgEMLbML sOBYOMBsBY F00MGAL. 35659 MdIE, HMI
b LobgEmbbm  go6339M  bo35FMHM-93MmbMA03ME  MOMOYMMMOST0  0Yym
8000560  535M0L  M9a0mbMb s 0L3BOL  BHMORI39Ts  BsTMLIbEMBY
dm3m390wo 3ol bol  dmEgwo  Mbs  9390036mEal MO ) Mol
(BomTst0l)  go959dsbgdMmo Mol GHodl  (0bsodzowo,  1975:26-29;
dmlbgerodgzowo, 2007:76), G™Igemsbsi g4zgwsbg sbarm  sbsgrmao  sd3L
RYOGHO0ML IMbs3mgs6U.
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