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Abstract: The traditional dwelling of Samtskhe-Javakheti, the darbazi house with a
"swallow dome roof, was prevalent in eastern Georgia and adjacent regions. These
dwellings, typically concentrated in densely populated settlements, constituted a
complex comprising both residential and agricultural structures under a unified roof.
Regional variations of the darbazi house have emerged due to ecological,
geographical, and socio-economic differences across Georgia. The scholarly discourse
delineates three primary local variants: Kartlian, Tsalka/Trialetian, and Meskhetian
(in Samtskhe-Javakheti).

In southern Georgia (Samtskhe-Javakheti), as well as in Trialeti and other locales, the
segmentation of darbazi houses by adding new sections marks the initial phase in
transitioning from the swallow dome-type to modern housing. This transition
necessitated structural alterations, particularly by replacing the hearth — which held
paramount and sacral significance in traditional housing — with stoves and fireplaces.
These structural modifications also influenced the interior of the room. In some
cases, complex outbuildings appeared (fireplace-bakery-stove). Due to the
construction of a special chimney, the zenith window (erdo) lost its smoke
ventilation role. The threat of enemy invasion and the defensive purpose of dugouts
are a thing of the past. Dramatic changes, which, among other things, manifested
themselves in the dissolution of the traditional social unit, the family community,
led to a disruption of the social function of darbazi-type buildings.

The transition to above-ground housing witnessed significant shifts, including the
introduction of stone walls, windows for interior illumination, and the gradual
replacement of domes and zenith windows with chimney roofs. This evolution led
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to the separation of agricultural structures from residential areas, with walls
assuming a supportive role for the roof.

Despite these transformations, dugout dwellings persisted in Samtske-Javakheti,
even during the Soviet era, caused by certain factors such as ecology, climate, and
agricultural conditions. Similar buildings are still preserved in Javakheti, although
they are mainly utilized for economic and tourism (museum, exotic) purposes today;
these structures present a fusion of old and new lifestyles. For example, electricity is
used for lighting, the rooms have modern attributes: internet, plasma TV,
refrigerator, etc.

Key words: Samtskhe-Javakheti; Dugouts; Hearth; Fireplace Modification; Modern
Household appliances.
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©@oboE0sbol 50HgM0m Yo®osdo 890y9dMs LEMbOLs S JOHMO 335MSEMEO
96M056-2306343060560 Mmm9boLYsD. Mmmsbol Fmsymedo JmmsglgdEo 0ym
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0053Mm©905. 58 3Ho3ob bsagdmdgddo Logbmzmgdgmwo mmsbo, Gmymes fgbo,
IONOOMMWHE [oMmTMmoagbs Loboowml, bLsdobgdgwls, LsdboMgrEmbs s
Bofoarmdmog LogzmFbsml (Mapyran, 1989: 72).

9969 3030l GHMooEomo  LemdbmMmo  Lsgbmgz®mgdgwo MBGdM  Hoogozb
1549639 M0 4936039090 BoEbM3MYdYE BoggdMdYOL. Bom sbolOsMYOLIM
00mgdob  ygzgams  Lsdgm@bgm  gobymaowgdol gmo  FgMd3z98  2obomagligdo:
00003560 153gYMHbgM-Lo3bM3zMYdJE0 2obgmz0EgdoL (BB, BHob GHwb) goMs,
996md580 G0l — Ls3mFbom (3mb, 30s6), dBrligEo (™3, MS3WS), dMLYWMH
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