Some New Considerations in the Light of Source,
Historiographic and Ethnological Studies of The Golden Fleece

Phenomenon
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Abstract: Georgia is considered one of the oldest centers of mining and processing of
precious metals in the world. This is confirmed by the reports of Strabo, Marcus
Ternetius Varon, Pliny the Elder, Appian, Eustathius of Thessalonica, etc. On the
example of Svaneti, it is visible the ancient empirical knowledge in collecting of precious
metals using sheepskin. Apparently, knowledge like those is widespread in the
civilizations of both the Ancient Near East and the Aegean world. On this matter there
are interesting the lines 420-434 of the Sumerian epic Enmerkar and the Lord of Aratta
(ca. 21st century BC), which still remains obscure for researchers. Based on the context
of the existing text, where only the presented words can be recovered from the damaged
line: the king picked up an unknown object covered with hair - munsub. After twisting
the munsub, he crushes the obtained material in a pestle like a plant. Here it becomes
obvious that we are dealing with an unknown ritual of alchemy which is intertwined with
the method of crushing metals. The next lines of the text tell us about the knowledge of
obtaining certain materials, admixtures, and chemical processes.
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39933960 50056 (Dubois de Montpéreux, 1839: 18).

13566  boewbmE  20IM(3999030  bdoMo  33b3gds  mdmHmzsbo
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(Numrich s bbg., 2023: 10-13).

9J63mOEHOLMZ0L gob3mzbowo dMObxsMl bmgdo, Gmdgwos dFoOH™
39300603d0s  mdMM™Mb  dm3m3905bmsb, Lsbzsm, Lsdobs®m vy Lsbdgmgomm
359000 GMBL3MEOEH0MIOMOS MIMAMOE 930M3580, 0lY 339 SFMBsZ3EgmTo.
590L  ©535LBGHIMGOgos 8MFgH I s bgo® @OLIME  E9dudgddo
035 30336910 IZ30605BB0 oMMbYBOL HomMgdBmb ©s3og3d0MqdME0
d0momG-serdodom®o mvg 39360960 3mbs-B393900.

©a0bgds, ®m3  LsHdobob BBMIgbo (3030OBOMYEMTs  LoTYsOHMI
BGH03MOMOAEY 293000 SEg  goo3bm. 98 Lsgombbg  mdmIsgzg
396356900 sLOMOMWMYOLS s bgmMEIMAOL BM3GMHE 355L0L b5IOMAL ,,do400
©5 domgdo  bgmgdol  Lobgwdfonmdo” (Haas, 1977) 69g3gbbos «dwmgbs
3990mB9gb0ds bgomermyds aMogm a0mEMasdqd (1982: 210-216). oboboogls Mo

7 800935600 6036 dom 45BIRbY-Bsxbrymol JasMgdom MdOE E®YJOF0 35300JOMOY,
©obsMBI6 MMl 30 Fobos@MHmo amdgdoLy s §3Mowo sOHYdOLsmM30L 03936900
3bd3ool 5@ 9Mgdgewo bgdms.

8 430l gmd7d0L sLSHYoLIo s FM30MHEI30MY T 3B sMHYdO 0gm BsFMHOEO. Bsmguos,
6™ foswoligrmeol 89933910 B 3dodg dobgdo yemerdo boodgEMmE 0doMYIMS, BFo Jsbgdo
30 0MEM 5HLO 2090bgdM..
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090x30bMl° s 0e0sBJeb? Jomgdl, 3. domEMYsdg boBL «ligsdl 0d dmdgbAEU,
G0d mgOHmb bLEHAoLoL 3MEHO bomgdom ILIBMGIME 5695d0o, sbsEMErool
9B s POOowMmgom bsffoergddo ogm o3 Egwgdero (1982: 212). ol
51939 93M0G0390L §3.350LL (1982: 215-216), GMIErol dobggzomss (jdobs,
L539BMb IBMZ9e0 3b3M0L GYs30L 0Ys 9bsEGHMEOMEOsS s Jmwbgmdo ol
309090 493M39wrs (Haas, 1977: 114 s 99c.).

JoOm39wds  bgmmermaqdds  dzgero  bsdgmmb  (d3.f.  1650-1500  §F)
©OMobgw kus - ¢yogol 50db0d3b9w ©g@gMdobs@o30m 2odmbsbryer F9gMHdob
kursa-bLog  905d309L  gOEEIds.  gb,  LLdgB™  bgeolygegdslomseb
539330609090 603mo, MBOL, (363ML b bl FHYsg0Lysb dBoPIdMES s
dBol EoligML Lobom MmdOM™MO ogm 8993Mw0. MREOM I9GBH0E, OB O35 0Ym
05Y43560L(3930L  Md0gdBH0, 23H3WIVs  W3MSgdOL  IAHIMT0bsEBH0Z30m,  Tdl
albggm3wl LHoMs396, MLEOGdI6 Mo Mowbl. kursa-li Gods®do Ro@ocmgdmwo
bgmo 3w Ebobymgdol 8993390 BHaduBHo  FgoEegh  bsomymgbmgzsb
ROQTIGHLSE, M3 ol 3OMEHMbYNMO FoMdmImdsHg bos d00MHdYL.
5oL 3960,  MHmd  kurSa-Lodob 3930060900 2obsbengdols
LOEEILILHoMWM  MOEMIWO PO gmOL  39OHEBOL  Malby  4odmbobyyen
1396900056 0hgBL ALAS3LYISL (SF3.0b. BoG0dZ300, 9w sdzoo, 2009: 13-15;
Gd@0d30o0, ammgbosbo, 2011: 171-172; gqesdzoeo, 2012: 12-47). cmgé@mb
Lofidolbol by 03mbMYMIROSL 3560 gdo  LadbEMgo-olisggo
Logo®mnzgermdos 9dgdbgods!t.

mdOmb Bofdobomsb 35380090 mwo bgmymo 36mdgdoL 33508335,
3093 9O®> JoMmm39eds  508Mb3e)md3mEbga 60bm Lodlmbosd ds80xMs
3999960903, LSS, dgbodems, sligzg bobLYbgdo 0gmb mgdml Lofdolo.

% 59 LargRds®05 Bbsby (bgm.gos) @s La3Embgzgeby Bsdm3zogdwe bafidolgdby, Foobos
90bMmMHBY 59mbwger balmsb Ixmd asbsymazzogMgdol wEOBbyeby.

1059 @9630m5M9dMmo 9OM-9mm0 LowggEHOL MobsbBsE, MEBLYEOL, 0wosbdsl BogH
5956036900 5T0BEOL VZM9gds IBTIMGOIL OMbMZL. JoeMTgMHNO 0BG sHgmdL Bgodl s
0330530 byg35L00L obToMgd0m 5oMbgdl M@ARbuyels.

I g90mo  bgommo  Lo®o@dwowm  GgdbBHol  gmsgdgbBHowsb  3390Mwmdm,  GHMI
LoEYLLLHsEME  “do®en-353900” bgMadL 930396 kursa-ll BHods®do, bmerm Lbgoysb
03399905 Lofdobol s 0ol 3539060 (0b.ggwsd30¢0, 2012: 46-47). sFo@ol dg.§. VIII-VII Ll
016996 aLEBEGdOL s©0IMPYbadTdo 1939 ILEMmGdS ALAS3LO TMEH03900. B0 IF3650T0,
HJobgdMo LoAMIOOL, FoErMmbgdol s 439Wgdom dmbos@Gwer MObol BoWGPdMB JOHMI,
3500l 030l Ao0MLobgd0sbo  BHgMszm@s  90dmBbs, ®MmIgwog B30l M3Mogds
09L9539900L (BEZOL 5@5F056930) 3G “bEs 0yml ©H35380M OO (39H0dY, Bodwensdy,
2016: 25; boengsdo, 3obodg, 2023: 179). 30bolbdoMol 030004mio@0 3Mexz0300 FMs30MgdvIEo
®obolb FMHF o 06mIob 2sdmbobmwgdom gbmggmoms 6sgmn0gMHgdol I3sMm39wo 3059d0L
LOddMEMS (075358500300, 2002: 22-25; bogngsdo, 3obody, 2023: 180).
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IT 56g0bsLE0MMo bsbol (33.§. XXVIII-XXVI bls) Hgoeogdols sdbsbggen
930U3do ,9699MJ5MH0 O MMl BdEMB0 12 9P dbEMZsb 3sLogdo (420-434-9
LEHOOJMbYd0) LorBIMOs 5¢dodool MEbmd MoEsWwDY, M™Igwoz ®mJOHml
LoHAoLL MBS TggbgdmEal: GmEgLsg 9x8g mJOHML dE39OL RsdmMdIMEHYS3L -
»09963990-39(300006% (munsub) 45oaMgb0m, 65gogL 4MmdT0 J3oLsboyom, Hmame3
339boml, 5MIdL s 530390, Tobol SbbsdL gsewoddo, bLboL (aoBgbsgl)
g4oeoodl o dbsdl Bgml (53005e0gdl). 6. LodLMbosl sHBEOOm, 5 5835655
abaoglgds  9baMOL MJHML dMm3Mm39d0Ls s FMTs3900L Faliomsb. bmasI,
35mal 3030l Y3zges g3mlido Bobligbgdos mdMml 93960, MMIgwos of
Mb35055.  BodMmEMmME, MMmEYLbsg  963gMJoMo  sMIMIL  J39ysbobg  0bsbsls
©HAsM9gd0m  0056X390L, YMHYJdo d30MRL  J398096 s Foomoligmemsb
9O MBESBHI00E 2oIMYs3L (sf3.0b. Kakhidze, Samsonia, Kakhidze, 2023).

G9Mdobo  ,Bysgo  mJOmmo“ Ubgs  dmdghyer  GgduBdoz  a3bgds.
3090m5, 93.0. III smslfer. Fmobobgddo BsIMYsEr0dgdmEo ghom-gMmo
doOMMy0mo LoIgEOL ,b56dg s BOEHYIOL*3 52-9 LEModmbdo Logds®os
33063550 §3900L96 IFBIIOME BOGHYdDY, CMIGdOE 3HYs30 MMM
39094md0oeo. b. Lsdlmbosd F0sg30s gMOE®ads MM, bgmw®mo Fxdgemmy®@sds
kus ((Hgo30) 90mbggzs munsub 3mI3MBoGOL WMOLIMw 60dbL. 5dgwsb
©53MmI0bs6g, Tgbodergdqeros, Hmd ob 3b3MOL 3HYge350, Lofidobo dogohRbomm,
O0Igeoi mgOmbomsb 3mbEgduEdos s sergdodool MoEwyswdo gsdmoygbgdms
(5§3.0b.Kakhidze, Samsonia, Kakhidze, 2023).

Lo olbIMs, HMA 3935 IMHR00L d39e 9BS3L S FobMsb ©s35380M YOV
mdemb  dm3m3990L  GH9gdbmemmyogdo 3yMOEMdom ©s  byMdmdomMdom
bobosmMEYOMOS. Ymgger d9dmbg935d0, JoOM39wMO LHTYsMML J0ToMYdST0 U
Bsdz0mo@ sy dgodergds  0mdzsl.  9Jgmermyom@mo  dmbsggdgdom  omvy
300bxggdm, <9d39wgbo G060l FoMdmgds obgy B39bmz0L  LoobEgmglim
Mgaombdo - LEdbOYM-oLOZEgm  LodoMmgzgwmdos  sfobsegdmwo
(0b.adgwodgowo, 1964: 29-42; adgwodzowo, bsby@sodgowo, 1964: 62-93;
bobuyEoodzoo, 1964: 45-58; Xaxyraitusuiu, 1987: 41-163; Khakhutaishvili, 2009:
19-94; 3sbodg, 959me0sdy, 2000: 53-92; Gilmour s bbg., 2020: 18-32; Papuashvili,
Khakhutaishvili, Kakhidze, 2021: 127-131).

MOOGHME 9303655303500 M 3065 FbMM© 9HPbgw, LoMMo II (ssb.
d3.§. 764-735 () 39crbsdo d3.§. VIII b 40-056 {f crodd@mdsbosb 3ogdo@do dm-
obligbogds (Agerododzowo, 1970: 387). ssbe. 53539 3gM0omdo d9ddbowro ,,dg-
Lodd9gms”, 03039 »V5IOOL* - brmfioabgmwol, dggwo semddol 3oGm3zgw
095300 (IV, 22) bsbligbgdos sbvyMmen 0505¢gdmsb s 39MAbM 30dsM9bgdmMb

12 899mMBgbogros bgm3dgmme sbengddo (osbe. dg.§. XXI b).
B B3965809 80090 6 39056980 ©ogs d39edsd0mbN®o 39Momoo (33.§. XIX-
XVI L) 0sM00@gds.
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390203900 09ds0-35960 (ob.Jlateimes, 1947: 11-12 @5 od dom.od).),
OMIYE03, »094M 339000 brydmo 9390 M35¢0ls s MI06OLS 4.
d39wd9mdbmo F96H0wmdomo §gsmrmgdo 39e0mmbymdsdo 3G0MMOGHIGL
35063 boerodgdol §399ob6sL 960FgdLL. ©3065-83me ool sdHBsgdol bogrodwy-
60 Hgbol Tgbobgd g39wsbg LoobEgMglm 3bmds BLY3M-sGOLEHMEGJIL (33.0.
IV 1) 89303905. o 330l BsdG™mddo “VLomEs® bdsms Gglobgd” s0bodbagl: “sa-
0Md96, M 256LS3MPOGOM0s bo0dMHO s SFoLMMHO MIobol FoMdmgds.
030, 3mbsbOHMdMs Jobg30m, 3001gds dEobs@ol doge Bsdm@sbowmo gzodo-
155gy96. 50 J3085L, 49IM339996 gOMbO, MBOMIWM© MY3Ebs39b s 5EbMdYB, bm-
e dgmOgoms dobgz30m, omg3bzol 9999y ©sbswgdlh 30093 M98gbx g™y

(93bs396 s 8999, Bs3Hg09gb Mo 393EbEsddeg J3sl, MHMIgEoil 39360 53
930996530, 5@bmd96; ®3060L g Lobgmds bbggdbyg ogowgdom ©3909L0S S
3ME39O® J6580 MM 56 4580m0bML, LsgsM LM, 39OEHEOLAD sMIRMOm
094690m@s 96Lb393900. 53dMdY6, MMI Tbmerm@ b G30bs 56 0756990,
0Md3s 930609 Mom©bmdom dmodmggds (ITEPI GAYMAYIQON AKOYXMATQN,
267, 48).

boErodms  4obLobEgdol  BHMoGMEM0sHg  G30bol  FoMImgdol  33s¢r0
330969 39M0m©doi bosmmo Bbs. BBy FbsBHIo®Mbs s 396M5803mbL
0JMRBOWY EJOWMOL sHolEBTo 1869 §§ JmybomOH@dol ML domosbo
3969000056 Br30L306M9001396, 39M5LMBE-BHO03MEoLollgh dodszow dbsby,

4 150bGHgMgbes, HmA d3.5. VI b-80 dme3gsfg §obsbfsmdg@yzge gH9309w0mab, bymfiogbgwmarols
39-40 09380, 0MBO Ymzgwmzol 9gdgbomob (sLve.dm8dgdo, dgMd.0mlbgdo) JOHMSSS
Bobligbgdo (XXVII, 13; XXXVIII, 2-3; XXXIX, 2). gbmdowo s6&Hozmbo gsbogo @s@odggzo
30gOHMBOL, MHMT o soben. d3.§. VIII b 989800 s0fgMHowo, Gmgbog 309960G09wgdol bgfmerol
23900 m6H039 G™Io 0dMdWo AsbEs F3o0g sDBool FJos Mo0mMmbgdoEIE BMowm-
50dMbO3EgOom, 30¢bgmoL39b AosbszEgdwoym (ob.JlaTeimes, 1947: 11-12, 22).

5 Jugbmeamb@g (93.5. V L) ,,06505b0L80 3mobligbogdls dmbioboggdol 439993¢mad bogrodgdl,
09003 093L M 3060l ©sdmdsgzgdom 0mBgbwbgb (V, 5, 1); 9300309l (d3.§. V L) GMoggwos
»903903H030“ FoMOMYPOWMWO 593L ,HJ0bs boeodms Jggysbsdo” (AAKHETIE, 980), bmeom
oo LgmosbBo gobdsd@BHogh, Mmd ,bowodgdo bowbos 3mbGHmdo, Losg 960l H3060L
0o0omMad0“; LEHMdMbog (d3.§. I-sb.f. I Ll), MGmIgeog bowodgdl 3s¢r0dmbgdmsb ©o
909998056 5080390, LoYdIOMBL 0 MI0BOL LEdsMYdbY, s, dolo mJdom, Mfjob of
396353 0m03m3908©bagb (XII, 3, 19-24). d3.§. IIT L 8m3sfg s3memboml Gmombgwo (11, 373-
387, 1000-1008), oliggg By dobo bmwmost@o (Comm. Apoll. Rhod. 1, 1323, 11, 373,

1005) s Bogogmg dengdoo (sb.§. XIII ) baewodo dgEswéagdol 3d0dg 96masl Logdsm
319 839Mgddo bo@og9b; boswrodmMo 3060l gbosbmdsls s 396y LsfOHmmd m30Lgdgd%bY
90900m9d96 Bgdmo blighgdmmo ilingzm-sMolG™MGHIwg, 93mdby Hmombgwo (d3.§. III L),
gudoegb (d3.§. IV L) s @o3onmmbgl (d3.5. IV- III LL) ULmeosb@gdo, 3gbogoml
3¢09gbsbMmogeo (sb.f. V ), LGgxrsby doBsbEHogwo (sb.f. VI ), g3LEsm0 mgboswmbogzgwo
(ob.§. XII 1) s bbg. (mx360m 3. 59 93BHMMJdbg ob. JlaTsimes, 1947: 29-1009).
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0.bsMToGHoL  bgmdsdo, OMIJWLsE  GHM03Mm0-Boolog  9dsbbgh, Lmg.
4565699056 B3969L 95350 »Bmddgm Fomo®mm, LSS, 0bY3g MMAMOS
Sbmdgdstg dmgddo, G3060L Fobol bs3E3693900 s bsToby MEMMgdO
d9596mm3s (Deyrolle, 1871: 18-26). 53 Ms0mbdo G 3060l Fo0dmgdol 65dmgd g Lbgs
3309690 533HMMH9d03 IMy30mbOHMdYE.

©3153365: LoIbMY0-50TMbOgG00 T530D030L30M9M0, N6 39335L00°
X960 bgmwommMo  Mgzmemizool, 9999y 30 J3olb  bsbosb ommbols
Lo39bgbg 2oMToz9 g3dmdsdo gBm-gMo  dmfjobsgg  HgR0mbL
Dom0Mop9b0s. Mobemglio s6Jdgmema0IHo 3mbozgdgdoo ILEGWIMYds, H™MA
L59OMSTNOOLM  BsDsMDBY WoMMbYY FmmbM3zbowgdols 933g9mM0  BOHOL
d9L50530Ls© FJ0A69O0s LdIMYIOIL AsTMEHIBowo bgrergmEols fywol
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