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Abstract: In the second half of the 19th century, in Georgia, which was conquered by
Russia, was born a new approach to historical science and the historical past of the
country. The main goal of historiographic research of this century was the struggle for
the restoration of the Georgian statehood abolished by Russia, the revitalization of
history and the consolidation of the Georgian nation around the national idea and history
of the Georgian nation. The memory of the historical past, when the country was strong
and united, should neutralize the defeatist syndrome, nihilism and collaborationist
sentiments in the Georgian people, at the same time, a reaction should be given to the
conscious belittlement of the historical past of Georgia by the imperial ideologists, which
they did to complete assimilation of the Georgian nation.

In Georgian historical consciousness was born a new concept of a historical hero.

The Russian authorities had to see the heroism of the kings of Georgia in the past, the
dignity of the Georgian state and international recognition. In the press of the national
direction (newspapers: "Droeba", "lveriya", "Tsnobis Purtseli", "Kvali" and others)
letters were printed about David Aghmashenebeli, George Brtskinvale, Tsar Iraklii and
other Georgian kings, who fought to preserve and strengthen the Georgian statehood to
defend the ethno-historical and cultural traditions were encouraged and served as an
example for the people in their struggle against foreign expansion. Of special weight was
the representation of the personality of David Agmashenebeli as an example of the
restorer and strengthener of the state on the brink of destruction. Also, many places were
devoted to the display of heroism and public merits of Heraklion Il. This last topic was
directly related to the attitude of Russia to Georgia, the lack of understanding of the
empire - the use of the Treaty of St. George and the steps taken by the Georgian king for
rapprochement with Russia. The article talks about the relation of Georgian historical
thought to the domestic and foreign policy of King Irakli I, the vicissitudes of the
struggle for the throne and the point of view of the Georgian feudal society of the XVIII
century on the topic of legitimacy, the context that historians of that time considered
within the framework of the theme of the king-hero.
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