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Abstract. Following the incorporation of Batumi by the Russians, a free, open, commercial port (porto-
franco) was established starting October 8, 1878. The administration of the Batumi departmental port was
subjected to the rules of international maritime navigation (see Batumi and its Environs in Russian, Batumi
1906, p. 104). Connected to the Batumi customs was the Churuk-Su customs checkpoint, which was formed
in accordance with the decree of the Head of the Caucasus Quarantine and Customs Administration. The
Churuk-Su customs began operations in 1910, following the abolition of the Nikoloz customs, and was offi-
cially opened on May 28, 1912. The Churuk-Su customs was located at a distance of one verst from the Kobu-
leti station, on the sandy road of the Black Sea strait. Its adjacent territories were Tsikhisdziri, Buknari, Chakvi,
and Mtsvane Kontskhi (Green Cape). It possessed state lands and buildings. The customs office was housed
in a one-story wooden building. The customs officers on staff received 1,100 rubles as income, while the
chancellery workers received 540 rubles. This was a customs administration of local importance, whose
duties consisted of minor matters, specifically the transit of cleared goods across the border and, together
with the border detachment, the entry of cabotage (coastal) cargo.
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The Churuk-Su customs ensured the movement of export and import goods. Goods were mainly
exported to Iran and Turkey. The customs office had established cargo turnover taxes.

In the years 1910-1911, a Chinese bank provided the importation of tea. It was mainly engaged in
commercial activities. The Iranian transport companies "Caucasus and Mercury" and "East and Russia" were
permitted to export Georgian tea to Iran under a Russian label (ASA, f. 1-14, op. 1, d. 12, I. 7). In July 1911,
the Baku Customs District was renamed the Caucasus District, and the Batumi and Baku customs were unified
within it (ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 22, I. 182) (ASA, f. I-13, op. 1, d. 43, I. 12). Its functions included the reception
and dispatch of cabotage vessels, as well as control over Turkish feluccas operating between nearby ports
that came to Churuk-Su to catch fish and dolphins. In 1879, a commission was established to develop a
project for the improvement of the sea bay and the construction of an artificial port. The aforementioned
fund [I-13] preserves the maritime navigation routes and maps approved by the shipping company.

Following the abolition of the Shekvetili Nikoloz customs in 1910, the local population faced difficulties
in bringing their self-produced agricultural products to the market, and the reception of ships arriving from
Turkey was hindered, which created the necessity to open a customs post in the Churuk-Su region. Due to
trade-financial and various other related reasons, the resolution of this issue was temporarily delayed. The
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Russian Empire guarded the security of both maritime and land borders and ensured the peaceful operation
of military-purpose customs offices and their existing checkpoints. Along the perimeter of the seashore,
soldiers of the border detachment conducted round-the-clock patrol controls. Customs observation towers
were located on the seashore. The Churuk-Su customs administration had a manager, 25 employees ope-
rating outside the customs office, and 2 workers employed within the customs territory.

Following the outbreak of the First World War, based on Russian state interests, the commercial
functions of the customs were reduced, and ships were mainly used to transport military units. During this
period, one of the strangest incidents was recorded at the Churuk-Su customs. During a ship inspection,
pigeons flew out towards the shore from opened cages and returned to the ship after a short time. Military
personnel became involved in the matter, and the idea arose regarding the use of pigeons for military
purposes. Following all this, the introduction of peace-loving pigeons into the said territory was prohibited,
and an order was issued to place a lead seal on cages; otherwise, the customs would confiscate the pigeons
(ASA, f.I-14, op. 1, d. 12, . 98). Special control was established over revolutionaries entering from Guria.

On September 15, 1914, by order of the Caucasus Customs Administration, due to the outbreak of the
First World War, while maintaining their vacancies, the customs workers were assigned with lower ranks to
the disposal of the Russian Navy. The customs workers filled the contingent of the reserve-military service
(ASA, f.1-15, 0p. 1, d. 4, . 25). By order of the Commander-in-Chief of the Caucasus Military Army, the military
forces present on the Turkish border were subordinated to the detachments of the third section of Kobuleti,
Batumi, and Limani; the fourth section was administered by the commandant of the Mikhailovsky Fortress.
From Kobuleti to Redut-Kale, the detachments of the third section of Supsa and Poti were administered by
the commandant of the Rioni station. On September 24, 1914, the Caucasus Customs Administration issued
a search warrant for the longboats "Jeylan", "Anton", and "Bombor" (ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 28, |. 153).

By the will of the Russian Emperor, a special committee of charity was created, whose main duty
consisted of collecting every kopeck from the population to strengthen the Russian fleet. During this period,
the Russians built 18 long cruisers, 3 submarines, and one mini-cruiser, which were deployed for military
service in the Baltic Sea. One of these was the "Novik", with a displacement of 1,325 tons, which had no
analogue in the world. Schools for studying maritime professions were opened in Russia. Sevastopol became
an important naval port. The Russian cannon "Kaizer Torped" gained fame, which was a vehicle that moved
on the railway without human intervention, was controlled by a clock mechanism, and exploded upon
touching any kind of object on the track (ASA, f. 1-14, op. 2, d. 11, . 93).

Along with people of various nationalities, Georgians also worked in the Churuk-Su customs service. By
an order of February 11, 1913, the supervisor of the Churuk-Su customs was Grigori Javelidze (ASA, f. |-14,
op. 1, d. 26, . 64). By an order of July 28, 1912, Georgian customs officers who carried out the reception,
loading, and dispatch of ships during non-working hours were rewarded with money and gifts (ASA, f. I-15,
op.1,d. 3,1.107).

The Churuk-Su customs administration possessed an order book. On December 15, 1912, based on the
inspection of the Austrian ship "Bukovina", undeclared carpets of Caucasian manufacture were discovered.
The Churuk-Su customs administration raised the issue of the supervisors' accountability. On February 5,
1913, during the pumping of kerosene into the hold of the ship "Belauri", the supervisor failed to precisely
determine the completion time of the pumping, which was negatively reflected in the income and expen-
diture ledger of the Churuk-Su customs. The customs administration developed and issued additional manda-
tory rules to control loading operations, which had a positive impact on customs tariffs.

Based on state interests, confiscated goods were stored in the customs warehouse. After an expert
inspection, the goods were placed in special boxes and were taken to be sold at an auction for profit purposes
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(ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 25, I. 130). The Churuk-Su customs administration had established rules of prohibition
and standardized goods importation on items brought from abroad. Similar rules were applied by the
customs to certain types of imported goods. In many cases, customs officers addressed the owners of goods
incorrectly. On November 23, 1913, one such incident was recorded by the customs, specifically, a case of
harsh treatment by customs officers toward Kazanovsky, a representative of the "Nobel" company, which
was followed by an immediate reaction.

OnJanuary 31, 1913, Greek, Macedonian, Bulgarian, and Armenian refugees who fled Turkey for survival
arrived in Batumi from Constantinople via the Austrian ship "Bukovina". The Russian authorities took pity on
them on the grounds that returning them meant death. On February 1, 1913, based on the permission of the
Military Governor of the Batumi Oblast, 45 Turkish subjects departed from Batumi for Odessa via the ship
"Princess Eugenia of Oldenburg" (ASA, f. I-1, op. 1, d. 613, |. 27). We present the nominal list of refugees

existing in the same fund:

c I " c o

AAuaM® NpusHBmUME 31-re Axnsap 1913 ropa Ha AmcTpilckoms napoxoa®, , BVKO-

BMHB ®B% Iop.baTyms

8 Nepuxanr J[lemioHos® JI

imxonali [anofmne K U H Y E

> Anxke C A K [

i% o 9 ° E
12 i Hosmpmu { J MO HO E
I3 fiam JmvMurpienmus 2 YV M E OB B
14 'pureopift Aimm B P O HT EB B
IS5 Jemsias Baajge J1K 3 OB B
16 CrensaHocs Jlasapens T A :
17 IF'eeprili Aiuxonaenmwus X A Y OO0 ¥ 1 O
P = K n
I8 Xapgmn XpucTo AYasaciil NAJATHIAMCDH
19 Xapmm AHTOoHORS Adanaciil TIAJIATHMIMUCE
|20 Bacuniecs I'eopriii XAYQIVJIO
21 Hupiaxocs JIopaaHoss CHKAJIOIYIJIOCSH

22 Iloaumcs® HoHcTanTuHHOoE® MOHEOCH

(ASA, f.1-1, op. 1, d. 619, II. 23-39)

On March 28 of the same year, 14 Greek refugees who were Turkish subjects arrived in Batumi from
Constantinople. They were patronized by the Russian Consulate in Trabzon. The refugees requested to return
to their homeland, as they did not want to participate in the Turkish war. On February 28, 1913, Greeks
arrived in Batumi via the Austrian ship "Leonol". On March 1, 1913, refugee Armenians who fled Turkey,
whom the Turks recognized as deserters, arrived in Batumi from Constantinople via an Austrian ship. On
March 28, 1918, the Consul of Greece in Batumi thanked the Military Governor of the Batumi Oblast for
patronizing the refugee Greeks who fled Turkey to Russia. On April 19, 1913, the Kurdish Sheikh Aiedin Bera,
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who was persecuted by the Turkish government, was received in Batumi via the ship "Emperor Alexander I11"
(ASA, f. -1, op. 1, d. 61, I. 67).

On July 28, 1914, by decision of the Viceroy of the Caucasus and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
Churuk-Su customs was abolished. The manager and two supervisors of the said customs were transferred
to other customs offices, and its building was occupied by a border post detachment. The customs files,
property, symbols, flag, and state seal were transferred to the Customs Assembly Department (ASA, f. I-15,
op.1,d.5,1.2). The files of the Churuk-Su customs were taken over by the Batumi customs, while the Churuk-
Su territory was declared a military-border region.

On June 1, 1916, the Caucasus Customs Administration addressed the Batumi customs with a request
to allow the Van scientific expedition to pass without any hindrance, which was led by Miller, a curator of a
department of the Petrograd Museum, and lvan Orbeli, a Privatdozent of the Archaeological Society and
ethnographer (ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 30, I. 99). In April 1918, customs offices were active in Batumi, Poti,
Sukhumi, Anaklia, and Gagra.

Thus, the activity of the Churuk-Su customs coincided with a difficult period in world history, namely,
the First World War. During the war period, the Churuk-Su customs maintained the function of military and
maritime border protection and the peaceful navigation of military-commercial ships. The Churuk-Su
customs ensured the peaceful transit of the harvest obtained through the labor of the local population to the
domestic market.

We present the documentary material reflecting the activities of the Churuk-Su customs:
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(ASA, f.1-14, op. 1, d. 27, 1. 37)
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e Homisa c® mpeinucanis lemapraMenra TamoweH-
HXB COOpOB® OTH Gamphns I9I3 p. za P 14806 na
nMsi HaBRasCKaro TaMO®OHHArO WUHCHeKTOpa.-

Beadacrsie nonecenis ore I MaprTa C.r., sa I®
4054, JlemtapTaMeHTh TaMOROHHIXS CGopos® rocrasas-
eTs Bame [Ipe@BOCXOAMNTEIBCTBO BS N3BECTHOCTS, NS
OCBABNEHIA [0 NPMHAIERHOCTH,uTO 38 MUHUCTDE H-
HaHCOBB r. ToBapums MUHHCTDa, IIpUHVM&A BO BHUMA-
Hie, uTO corylacHo soHeceni® Bamero IIpeBoCxOZH=
TeJNBCTBA OTKPHTi® BB Cesn . YypyRE-Cy TamMomennof ,
8aCTaBH He BH3NBAOTCH MECTHHMH Hy=/laMi, U YTO OT-
nycic's 88 rpaHmny OesNOWINHHHXS TOBADOBS MO®eTS
NpON3BOANTECHA, Ha OCHOBaHim cr. II saroHa 28 wmas
I9I2 r. 00% yupemzemim mbcTHaro TAMOXeH !aro v -
paBnenia /Cobp. Vsax. co. 865/, m upess Haxous-
mifica B3 Yypyrs-Cy crEMORWeHH!T jiocTs » IDHKaA32.8
XosaraficTBo murenell ces. Uypyks-Cy o npeobpasc—
BaHim Hypyrs-Cyiicraro TauMOmeHHaro moera BB Ta—

. MORGHHY® 3aCTasy OTRIOHATS.
Hoanuuuoe 3a TOAIINCAMH .
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(ASA, f.1-14, op. 2, d. 11, II. 62-80-93)
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OB bRABNENIE.

Barymckit [TomnuifimedcTept CUMD 00LABIAETD
¢EMb, elle ocTaBIIMKCA Bb ropoas BatymE, Ty pery-
O-NMOAJAHHEIMD apMAHAMB~OEHMeHIAMD, NPUOLIB-
UMb Bb npeabarr kpag po 1-ro Peppana 1901-ro
)Za X He NPUHABIIMMD PYCCKaro NOALAHCTBY, &
1BH0 Kakb 1 BcE TE meb Huxts, Kou npubrian nocak
HaYeHHAro CpoKa 6esb YCTAaHOBJEHHLIXD HAIOHAIb
XD BUJOBD,

umo nocab nocabdobabmazo co cmopoxw Jiypeykazo JHpabu-
2avemba paspbutexis o cbododxomn bosbpaujexin uxe odpam-
1 Xa poduxy 6% Jiypuito u xa ocxobaxin nyxkma 1-20 Yup-
"aspa )(amtcmxuka Ez20 Hmnepamopcrazo Benuyecmea Ka
Abkasb omv 20-20 finpbas 1909 2. 3a )k 2978, bch oxu
‘asaxwt ko 1 fibeycma 7909 - bubxamv dodpobosvio
2paxuyy. -

Mpn yemb Bchk 6bBHeHubl-apmAHe MpPUBEAEHHOW Bbillie
ITEeropin AONHHbI CO AHA U3AaHiA HacToALLaro o6bnABne-
1, Bb |4 aHeBHbI cpok®b ABUTLCA BB BaTymcroe [lonu-
sicKoe YnpaBneHie, ANA 3aHeCeHis KadJaro n3s HNXb BB

306bIl CMUCOKb, MoAferHalluyxb Kb BblABOPEHIO U3b
reatnosb Vimnepiv (ropoaa Batyma) apmAHb-6bHHEHUEBb.

~ Tpu amomw npedbapsemcs, wmo npomubs mbxv usze xuxs, komopvie e no-
faloms 6% Xaskauexxvie Bvume cpoku ucnosxumv usnomexxvis mpedobaxiz,

)ymo npuxsmbl mbpw npuxydumenvxazo 6uidbopexis uxe 3a zpanuyy 6% 3a-
tHom® nopsdkb.

/

Barymekiii IToauniiimeiicreps, Ilognoakopuurs TAHHUH'D.

‘0 Mas 1909 r.
r. barymsb.

Tan. 4. A, KANERA, BATYM .

(ASA, f.1-14, op. 2, d. 30, |. 100)
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Cenpemno. g j
é O FIEH-CoAGHLE
‘r.
6-ro poxa MONBIAEH OCAHJEPOJIH XIS 3arpalHYHBIXH HATHTEOBS.
Taapabfimmym  OTINYATEISHEME  NPUSHAKAME  AAHHAIO DO
FARctanvoxsmit: noarbarm ABAAIOTCA Ccabryomie:
Br 0o0kuxs npommcaxs 3 JAJIA SATPAHUYHEIX'S HA-
(Prec. 1). IMMNTHOB'B, ucnoisesdamx® kpyunaumu Obiumm GyEBaMm 100
oty TeMaomy <Jomy, Beh OykBw  OTamMYaOTCa OTH  OYKBH HacToameft
INNA SArPAHHYHBIX S HANKT Gangepoxn. Jlaa npmwbpa MomHO Yyrasars BL abBoii npommen Ha
(Puc. 1). Gyspy L]0 »n caowb , JIJIA, absmit mrpuxs xorTopoit Toxme,
wbws ma Hacroauleii Gaugepoam, ma Oykpy ,,.B3°, 005 Oymsu ,,A%,
/17 SATPAHHYHbIXb HAM HT] 3Ar1; HAMHT Gyssy ,,P%, nepsyno Gyksy ,,H* n GOyssy ,.X* »s caonb ,BA-
(Pc. 2). TPAHNMYHBIX'B* n na Oysey ,, T s caoss ,HAIIAT-
HKOB'D*", pepxmif, TOPHBOHTANEHW NITPUXT KOTOPOiIl HE CcHMMe-
DaanmunEi. TPHYEHS IO OTHOUIEHI0 Kh BePTHEAIRHOA uyacru »10i Oyeen (Pue. 1).
/1A SAFTPAHHYHBIXD HANTHT Br upasoff mpommen Momuo ramme ykasarh ua Gysesu L, JI*¢ u ,,JI%
d CERG R, v cxorh L JIJIA, ma Oyssm ,,3°, P u ,,X° »p caosb
»SATPAHUYHEIX'B* u na oy ,,A“ u B B caosb
i -,m‘:.u;?zr.-,.y »HATTHTHOBSS (Puc. 2).
[ (Puc. 3). B mpommeaxs LA BATPAHUYHBX'S HAIIMT-
HKOB'B (sepxuux®s M HMKHUXT), HCHOIHCHHHIX'H TEMHHMH GYKBAaMI
no GBaomy Qomy, Beh Oyssum TakKe, BH OGoabliell wIm MeHbmIemd
cTeneny, OTINYalTeA OTh OyEEs HacToameil Gamgepoan. He racaacs
HenpapuabHocTell MXT HeNOAHEHiZx BO BeBXB YeTHpEX® BHTHXH TPO-
MHCAXD, MOKHO OrPAHMYHTHLCA CpaBHeHieM® Oykps abpoil mmmmEel
upomnucu ¢b coorsbrerBeHHEMI  GyEBAME  9TOM e TNPOIMCH WA
wacroameii Gamgepoon (Pue. 3).
Tocypapersennmil repOos HCHOIHEHSs HENPABUIBHO; BH YACTHOCTH
MOKHO YEA3aTh HA (POPMY H HA HECHMMETPHYHYIO NOCTAHOBKY XBOCTa
opia (Puc. 4).
Henpasuiabio HCHONHEHH TaK®e NIpUIEraouiie Kb EBajipaTHoi
pame® cn Pocyapersemnnys repGoms aucrosue opuavents (Pme. %)
H OPHAMEHTAJILHLA YEPANIEHiA ¢» npasaro spas Gamiepoan (Pme. 5).
1
- e ——l

(ASA, f. 1-14, 0p. 1, d. 30, I. 19)
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T Jupuuuie Kenbsuuxp Jopors omouemen 01b 27-ro [uaA
oi 1, 98 B 479 ysbaounno Jlanapki‘ﬁ'ﬂ tuox[nnu”‘mopom.
\  BHCAWArO pacnopnemn,uo no ooodlenin Ynpanaenia BoéiHuxD o0~
' menili,y Hero nrbmon oadabaia o6 oood?x"é"‘}:aﬁa'rﬁﬂiﬁ\rom cHap A=
1 Kowser JO‘bwa CHapas ©T0TS NPEACTaBAAETH COGON ABTOMO-
OMAb,NpuenocosAeraul fna Asuxenid N0 xeabswonopoxrouy myrm Gean
vhpmom ARABMIG Bb mepeAHel 4actw ABTOMOSHnA mowbmaerca ajckas
MBmWHA, T.€. SADAAD BBDHBYATAIO BEAECTBE Cb YACOBHMb MEXAHM3MOMD
Axf Bspusa uepesd onpejbieHANSi npouexyTL BpEeMSHM M Cb NPHCNOCOE-
umm Ana B3pHBA BB cxyyab morpbuM Ha nyru kakoro RldyAb npeg-
whre . Tpn moxBICBAHIN TAKUME &BTOMOGARUM MOXETH Gurp ) NPUYRHEHD
cymecTBerAn! BPENL XeibaHONODOXHEND COOPYXeHiAMb,

llaBas o cewb sHaThH mo ravoxenrouy Bbaoucrsy, Jlenapramenrs la-
uoxenuuxs COOPOBL mopyuaers Behbus TaMOXeRHHMS yupexpeniaud mpn
“ROCMoTph MPHBOSMMHX W3b=3& IpAHuUE TOBADOBL,A PABHO ‘npl ROCMOT~

Pb MacoaxupoK¥Xh Bemed ofpamath 000008 BHEMAHie na HeBoxBope e

8% Hunepin 03HAYEHNArO BHme BSPHBUATErO CHADAAG,N,BH cayuab of- |
uapyxenia TEXOBOrO, nepejapaTh AMUb,y KOMXH TaKoBol cHapans Jy-
AeTd Ralfend, A& pacnopaxdiie wborHON man Xanjapuckofl mpacT ann
npuBNEYeHiA Kb 3AKOHHOMN OTBBTOTBEHHOCTH, M OHOCHTH Ana oBbAbHiA

hmnlmuyo Hoznueans: lupexrops C,l'ans, Cxpenuvﬂawlﬂnn
- Omnbaenia M, Baamnemmys,

Bbpuo;
Cexperaps

lipenporoxaas nacrormyn xomin CeXPeTHAro pacnopaxeHin
lenapravenra Tauoxeasuxs cGoposs fns cebabria, npeanaran
‘ Yupexpeniaws Uxpyra oSparaTs cawoe CephesHoe BHAMAHie HA
HepoxBopenie. a» Munepin osmavennaro sume BSPHBYATAPO OHA-

Y

(ASA, f.1-14, 0op. 1, d. 619, I. 58)
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V' no Muxain0BCKOR KPBHOCUTH==
"1 BPEMEHHOMY TEHEPANb-TYBEPHATOPCTBY I. GATYMA W HKPBMOCTHOMO
e ~ PAIOHA.

M 286.
4 Jexabpa 1916 20da Top. BaTymb.

k

- 6-ro cero /lekadps Bb AeHb TE30MMEHNTCTBA Er0 MMINEPATOPCKATO
| BEJMYECTBA FOCYAAPS UMIIEPATOPA HUKOJIAS AJEKCAHAPOBUY A
- OTCAyXHTb npu Batymckoms KpBNoCTHOMB Anekcanapo-Hesckoms co6opb
- GnarogapcTsennmit [ocnoay Bory Mosie6eHb, Ha KOTOPbI# NpUOLITL Havaib-
HUKaMb 4acTed BOMCKD, ynpasaeHi, y4pexaeHin, 3aBejeHiH U rpaxaaH-
CKMXBb yCTaHoBJEHiH, nocab Yero HasHaval napans, Ha KOTOpPbLIH BbIBECTH:

1) Orb OrababHoit Mopckoit 3anacHol poThl—B3BOA® B 12 psaoB®.

2) , 221-ro nbxoTHaro 3anacHaro nonka—1 6aranioHb 4-Xb poT-
_ - Haro coctasa no 24 psja Bb poTh.

v 3) , 582-A nbuweit Ky6aHCKOH APYXHHBI—POTY Bb 24 psjaa.

3 4 4) , Muxaknosckod Kp’bnocmo# apTunepin—1 6aTanioHb 4-Xb

- poTHaro cocrasa Mo 24 psiga Bb POoTH Cb XOPOMB MY3bIKH.

~ Napajom® KoMaHaoBaTH Muxainosckoit kpbnoctHoit aprunnepin [loa-

- kosunky EpumoBy.

2 YacTsiMb BOACKD BBICJATH JHHERHBIXD Kb Kpbnocraomy CoGopy Kb

10"/, yac. yTpa Bb pacnopsixxeHie AlblOTaHTa MuxaHnoBCckoi KpbrocTHOM

~aptranepin [lpanopmmka BadgTanoscKaro.

Ha napand, koropomy npHOETL Kb 11 yacam® yTpa, NpHCyTCTBOBATH

iBC'BIl'b r.r. odpuuepams CBOOOJHBIMB 0Tb CAYXKEGHBIXD 00513aHHOCTEMN.

\Hpn nposoaraaiienin muoroabris EFO UMNEPATOPCKOMY BE/IW-

CTBY u LlapcTsyiouiemy AoMy, pacnopsikeHiens KomaHaupa apTHiie-
fIpOM3BECTH CaioTh Bb 31 BBICTPBAD. : :
~ Bo BChX BOEHHbIXb LiepKBaXb KpbnocTHoro rapHusoHa OTCAYXHTb

ne6eHb.

loxmuears: Koxennanrs Mmxafnosckol kpbuoctd #

Bpeuennuit [enepaxb-ly6epuarops ropona barywa u
kpbuocTHOro paioHa, ['eneparb-Maiops BAPAHOBHYD.

Pazocnanb 4 Jleka6pn 1916 roaa.

(ASA, f. 1-14, 0p. 2, d. 5, I. 49)
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