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Abstract. Following the incorporation of Batumi by the Russians, a free, open, commercial port (porto-

franco) was established starting October 8, 1878. The administration of the Batumi departmental port was 

subjected to the rules of international maritime navigation (see Batumi and its Environs in Russian, Batumi 

1906, p. 104). Connected to the Batumi customs was the Churuk-Su customs checkpoint, which was formed 

in accordance with the decree of the Head of the Caucasus Quarantine and Customs Administration. The 

Churuk-Su customs began operations in 1910, following the abolition of the Nikoloz customs, and was offi-

cially opened on May 28, 1912. The Churuk-Su customs was located at a distance of one verst from the Kobu-

leti station, on the sandy road of the Black Sea strait. Its adjacent territories were Tsikhisdziri, Buknari, Chakvi, 

and Mtsvane Kontskhi (Green Cape). It possessed state lands and buildings. The customs office was housed 

in a one-story wooden building. The customs officers on staff received 1,100 rubles as income, while the 

chancellery workers received 540 rubles. This was a customs administration of local importance, whose 

duties consisted of minor matters, specifically the transit of cleared goods across the border and, together 

with the border detachment, the entry of cabotage (coastal) cargo. 
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*** 

The Churuk-Su customs ensured the movement of export and import goods. Goods were mainly 

exported to Iran and Turkey. The customs office had established cargo turnover taxes. 

In the years 1910–1911, a Chinese bank provided the importation of tea. It was mainly engaged in 

commercial activities. The Iranian transport companies "Caucasus and Mercury" and "East and Russia" were 

permitted to export Georgian tea to Iran under a Russian label (ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 12, l. 7). In July 1911, 

the Baku Customs District was renamed the Caucasus District, and the Batumi and Baku customs were unified 

within it (ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 22, l. 182) (ASA, f. I-13, op. 1, d. 43, l. 12). Its functions included the reception 

and dispatch of cabotage vessels, as well as control over Turkish feluccas operating between nearby ports 

that came to Churuk-Su to catch fish and dolphins. In 1879, a commission was established to develop a 

project for the improvement of the sea bay and the construction of an artificial port. The aforementioned 

fund [I-13] preserves the maritime navigation routes and maps approved by the shipping company. 

Following the abolition of the Shekvetili Nikoloz customs in 1910, the local population faced difficulties 

in bringing their self-produced agricultural products to the market, and the reception of ships arriving from 

Turkey was hindered, which created the necessity to open a customs post in the Churuk-Su region. Due to 

trade-financial and various other related reasons, the resolution of this issue was temporarily delayed. The 
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Russian Empire guarded the security of both maritime and land borders and ensured the peaceful operation 

of military-purpose customs offices and their existing checkpoints. Along the perimeter of the seashore, 

soldiers of the border detachment conducted round-the-clock patrol controls. Customs observation towers 

were located on the seashore. The Churuk-Su customs administration had a manager, 25 employees ope-

rating outside the customs office, and 2 workers employed within the customs territory. 

Following the outbreak of the First World War, based on Russian state interests, the commercial 

functions of the customs were reduced, and ships were mainly used to transport military units. During this 

period, one of the strangest incidents was recorded at the Churuk-Su customs. During a ship inspection, 

pigeons flew out towards the shore from opened cages and returned to the ship after a short time. Military 

personnel became involved in the matter, and the idea arose regarding the use of pigeons for military 

purposes. Following all this, the introduction of peace-loving pigeons into the said territory was prohibited, 

and an order was issued to place a lead seal on cages; otherwise, the customs would confiscate the pigeons 

(ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 12, l. 98). Special control was established over revolutionaries entering from Guria. 

On September 15, 1914, by order of the Caucasus Customs Administration, due to the outbreak of the 

First World War, while maintaining their vacancies, the customs workers were assigned with lower ranks to 

the disposal of the Russian Navy. The customs workers filled the contingent of the reserve-military service 

(ASA, f. I-15, op. 1, d. 4, l. 25). By order of the Commander-in-Chief of the Caucasus Military Army, the military 

forces present on the Turkish border were subordinated to the detachments of the third section of Kobuleti, 

Batumi, and Limani; the fourth section was administered by the commandant of the Mikhailovsky Fortress. 

From Kobuleti to Redut-Kale, the detachments of the third section of Supsa and Poti were administered by 

the commandant of the Rioni station. On September 24, 1914, the Caucasus Customs Administration issued 

a search warrant for the longboats "Jeylan", "Anton", and "Bombor" (ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 28, l. 153). 

By the will of the Russian Emperor, a special committee of charity was created, whose main duty 

consisted of collecting every kopeck from the population to strengthen the Russian fleet. During this period, 

the Russians built 18 long cruisers, 3 submarines, and one mini-cruiser, which were deployed for military 

service in the Baltic Sea. One of these was the "Novik", with a displacement of 1,325 tons, which had no 

analogue in the world. Schools for studying maritime professions were opened in Russia. Sevastopol became 

an important naval port. The Russian cannon "Kaizer Torped" gained fame, which was a vehicle that moved 

on the railway without human intervention, was controlled by a clock mechanism, and exploded upon 

touching any kind of object on the track (ASA, f. I-14, op. 2, d. 11, l. 93). 

Along with people of various nationalities, Georgians also worked in the Churuk-Su customs service. By 

an order of February 11, 1913, the supervisor of the Churuk-Su customs was Grigori Javelidze (ASA, f. I-14, 

op. 1, d. 26, l. 64). By an order of July 28, 1912, Georgian customs officers who carried out the reception, 

loading, and dispatch of ships during non-working hours were rewarded with money and gifts (ASA, f. I-15, 

op. 1, d. 3, l. 107). 

The Churuk-Su customs administration possessed an order book. On December 15, 1912, based on the 

inspection of the Austrian ship "Bukovina", undeclared carpets of Caucasian manufacture were discovered. 

The Churuk-Su customs administration raised the issue of the supervisors' accountability. On February 5, 

1913, during the pumping of kerosene into the hold of the ship "Belauri", the supervisor failed to precisely 

determine the completion time of the pumping, which was negatively reflected in the income and expen-

diture ledger of the Churuk-Su customs. The customs administration developed and issued additional manda-

tory rules to control loading operations, which had a positive impact on customs tariffs. 

Based on state interests, confiscated goods were stored in the customs warehouse. After an expert 

inspection, the goods were placed in special boxes and were taken to be sold at an auction for profit purposes 
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(ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 25, l. 130). The Churuk-Su customs administration had established rules of prohibition 

and standardized goods importation on items brought from abroad. Similar rules were applied by the 

customs to certain types of imported goods. In many cases, customs officers addressed the owners of goods 

incorrectly. On November 23, 1913, one such incident was recorded by the customs, specifically, a case of 

harsh treatment by customs officers toward Kazanovsky, a representative of the "Nobel" company, which 

was followed by an immediate reaction. 

On January 31, 1913, Greek, Macedonian, Bulgarian, and Armenian refugees who fled Turkey for survival 

arrived in Batumi from Constantinople via the Austrian ship "Bukovina". The Russian authorities took pity on 

them on the grounds that returning them meant death. On February 1, 1913, based on the permission of the 

Military Governor of the Batumi Oblast, 45 Turkish subjects departed from Batumi for Odessa via the ship 

"Princess Eugenia of Oldenburg" (ASA, f. I-1, op. 1, d. 613, l. 27). We present the nominal list of refugees 

existing in the same fund: 

 

 
(ASA, f. I-1, op. 1, d. 619, ll. 23-39) 

 

On March 28 of the same year, 14 Greek refugees who were Turkish subjects arrived in Batumi from 

Constantinople. They were patronized by the Russian Consulate in Trabzon. The refugees requested to return 

to their homeland, as they did not want to participate in the Turkish war. On February 28, 1913, Greeks 

arrived in Batumi via the Austrian ship "Leonol". On March 1, 1913, refugee Armenians who fled Turkey, 

whom the Turks recognized as deserters, arrived in Batumi from Constantinople via an Austrian ship. On 

March 28, 1918, the Consul of Greece in Batumi thanked the Military Governor of the Batumi Oblast for 

patronizing the refugee Greeks who fled Turkey to Russia. On April 19, 1913, the Kurdish Sheikh Aiedin Bera, 
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who was persecuted by the Turkish government, was received in Batumi via the ship "Emperor Alexander III" 

(ASA, f. I-1, op. 1, d. 61, l. 67). 

On July 28, 1914, by decision of the Viceroy of the Caucasus and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 

Churuk-Su customs was abolished. The manager and two supervisors of the said customs were transferred 

to other customs offices, and its building was occupied by a border post detachment. The customs files, 

property, symbols, flag, and state seal were transferred to the Customs Assembly Department (ASA, f. I-15, 

op. 1, d. 5, l. 2). The files of the Churuk-Su customs were taken over by the Batumi customs, while the Churuk-

Su territory was declared a military-border region. 

On June 1, 1916, the Caucasus Customs Administration addressed the Batumi customs with a request 

to allow the Van scientific expedition to pass without any hindrance, which was led by Miller, a curator of a 

department of the Petrograd Museum, and Ivan Orbeli, a Privatdozent of the Archaeological Society and 

ethnographer (ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 30, l. 99). In April 1918, customs offices were active in Batumi, Poti, 

Sukhumi, Anaklia, and Gagra. 

Thus, the activity of the Churuk-Su customs coincided with a difficult period in world history, namely, 

the First World War. During the war period, the Churuk-Su customs maintained the function of military and 

maritime border protection and the peaceful navigation of military-commercial ships. The Churuk-Su 

customs ensured the peaceful transit of the harvest obtained through the labor of the local population to the 

domestic market. 

We present the documentary material reflecting the activities of the Churuk-Su customs: 

 

(ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 27, l. 37) 
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(ASA, f. I-14, op. 2, d. 11, ll. 62-80-93) 
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(ASA, f. I-14, op. 2, d. 30, l. 100) 
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(ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 30, l. 19) 
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(ASA, f. I-14, op. 1, d. 619, l. 58) 
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(ASA, f. I-14, op. 2, d. 5, l. 49) 
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(ASA, f. I-15, op. 1, d. 3, ll. 63-64) 
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(ASA, f. I-1, op. 1, d. 619, l. 67) 
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(ASA, f. I-1, op. 1, d. 619, l. 67) 
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